AMENDMENT 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior listings and versions of claims in 
the application. The listing of claims below shows revisions with insertions indicated by 
underlining and deletions indicated by strikeouts and/or double bracketing. 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of incrementally refining a query quer i es and 

updat i ng query resu l ts without requiring a user to provide an explicit indicator of query 

submission of the query , the method comprising: 

defining on e or mor e a query related character pattern[[s]] that does not include 

[[an]] the explicit indicator of qn^efy submission of the query but that does include: 
a series of characters followed by a space character, 
one or more characters followed by a predefined time delay- 
one or more characters followed by a deleted character, 
a predefined number of characters, and 
predefined words 

, where i n at l east one of the one or more query re l ated character patterns i s a str i ng of 
characters fo ll owed by a predeterm i ned t i me de l ay before add i t i ona l characters are 

detecting mon i tor i ng entry , by a user, of query defining characters that match 
the by a user to detect entry of a defined query related character pattern , wherein the 
query is comprised of the query defining characters : 

substantially simultaneously providing the user , in response to the detecting, 
with both an updated query result list and an updated list of one or more suggested 
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query refinement options , wherein both the updated query result list and the updated 
list of one or more query refinement options correspond to the query defining 
characters, and wherein each of the one or more query refinement options in the 
updated list is displayed with an adjacent type icon from a plurality of type icons 
including a spell correct icon and a narrowing icon and a broadening icon and a 
synonym icon, wherein the spell correct icon indicates that an adjacent query refinement 
option is a spelling correction, and wherein the narrowing icon indicates that an 
adjacent query refinement option narrows the query, and wherein the broadening icon 
indicates that an adjacent query refinement option broadens the query, and wherein the 
synonym icon indicates that an adjacent query refinement option includes a synonym; 
and 

wherein the method is performed by a computer each t i me a def i ned query 
r el at e d charact e r patt e rn i s d e t e ct e d w i thout requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t 
i nd i cator of qu e ry subm i ss i on, 

th e on e or m o r e suggested query ref i nement opt i ons i nc l ud i ng a 
broaden i ng suggest i on, 

at l east one of the one or more suggested query ref i nement opt i ons (a) 
beg i nn i ng w i th a character pattern other than the query re l ated character 
pattern, and (b) rep l ace the query re l ated character pattern when se l ected by the 
user; and 

prov i d i ng the user w i th an updated query resu l t each t i me a def i ned query 
re l ated character pattern i s detected w i thout requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t 
i nd i cator of query subm i ss i on . 

2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising track i ng resu l ts 
se l ected by one or more users and adjusting the suggested query refinement options 
based on a profile of the user h i story of results prev i ous l y se l ected by the one or more 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising track i ng resu l ts 
se l ected by one or more users and adjusting an order of the updated query result list 
based on a profile of the user h i story of results prev i ous l y se l ected by the one or more 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising providing, in 
response to the simultaneously providing, a visual indicator to the user when an 
updated query resu l t li st i s prov i ded to the user . 

6. (Canceled) 

7-9. (Canceled) 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising modifying, based 
on prov i d i ng a user inputs that a ll ows the user to adjust the query related character 
pattern[[s]]. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising changing the 
defined query related character pattern[[s]] in response to a change in a connection 
speed at a c li ent server connect i on used to prov i de the user w i th updated query resu l ts, 
where i n the query re l ated character patterns are def i ned to occur more frequent l y as the 
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connect i on speed i ncreases . 

12. (Currently Amended) Computer readable media comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform fef 
perform i ng the method of claim 1 . 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A method of incrementally refining queries and updat i ng 
query resu l ts without requiring a user to provide an explicit indicator of query 
submission of the query , the method comprising: 

prov i d i ng a user w i th one or more query ref i nement opt i ons as the user enters 
query def i n i ng characters; 

detecting entry , by a user, of a query defining word that does not include the 
explicit indicator of submission of the query by the user w i thout requ i r i ng the user to 
prov i d e th e e xp li c i t i nd i cator of qu e ry subm i ss i on ; [[and]] 

simultaneously providing the user , in response to the detecting, with both an 
updated query result list and a list of one or more query refinement options, wherein 
both the updated query result list and the list of one or more query refinement options 
correspond to the query defining word; and 

wherein the method is performed by a computer each t i me entry of a query 
def i n i ng word i s detected w i thout requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t i nd i cator of 
query subm i ss i on, 

where i n the query def i n i ng word i nc l udes a str i ng of characters fo ll owed 
by a predeterm i ned t i me de l ay before add i t i ona l characters are entered by the 
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1 4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 further comprising track i ng 
quer i es entered by one or more users and adjusting the suggested query refinement 
options based on a profile of the user h i story of quer i es prev i ous l y entered by the on 



15. (Canceled) 

1 6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 3 further compr i s i ng track i ng resu l ts 
se l ected by one or more users and adjusting an order of the updated query result list 
based on a profile of the user h i story of results prev i ous l y se l ected by the one or more 

1 7. (Canceled) 
18-1 9. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) Computer readable media comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform fef 
perform i ng the method of claim 1 3. 
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2 1 . (Currently Amended) A method of incrementally refining a query quer i es and 
updat i ng query resu l ts without requiring a user to provide an explicit indicator of query 
submission of the query , the method comprising: 

prov i d i ng a user w i th rep l acement alternat i ves as the user enters query def i n i ng 
characters; 

detecting entry , by a user, of a completed query defining word by the user, the 
detect i ng based on a predeterm i ned t i me delay fo ll ow i ng the query def i n i ng characters 
before add i t i ona l characters are entered by the user ; 

simultaneously providing the user , in response to the detecting, with both a 
query result list and a list of one or more query refinement options, wherein both the 
query result list and the list of one or more query refinement options correspond to the 
completed query defining word each t i me a query def i n i ng word i s detected w i thout 
requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t ind i cator of query subm i ss i on; 

prov i d i ng the user w i th query ref i nement opt i ons re l ated to the query def i n i ng 
word w i thout requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t i nd i cator of query subm i ss i on, 
where i n the query ref i nement opt i ons i nc l ude a broaden i ng suggest i on, where i n at l east 
one of the query ref i nement opt i ons docs not beg i n w i th the query def i n i ng word ; 

receiving a selection, from determ i n i ng the user , of one of the one or more 
se l ected a prov i ded query refinement options; 

providing the user , in response to the receiving a selection, with an updated 
query result list, wherein the updated query result list corresponds to the one of the one 
or more query refinement options; and 

wherein the method is performed by a comptuer repsons i ve to the determ i n i ng 
the user se l ected a prov i ded query ref i nement opt i on; and 

prov i d i ng a v i sua l i nd i cator to the user each t i me the updated query resu l t li st i s 
prov i ded to the user . 
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22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) Computer readable media comprising computer-executable 
instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to perform fef 
perform i ng the method of claim 2 1 . 

25. (Currently Amended) A I n a computer system i nc l ud i ng a d i sp l ay, a user i nput 
fac ili ty, and an app li cat i on for present i ng a user interface on the d i sp l ay, a user i nterface 
that updates query resu l ts w i thout requir i ng a user to prov i de an exp li c i t i nd i cator of 
query subm i ss i on comprising: 

an input device configure to receive, from a user, query defining characters that 
do not include an explicit indicator of submission of a query, wherein the query is 
comprised of the query defining characters; 

a display configured to simultaneously present to the user, in response to the 
received query defining characters, both a query result list and a list of query refinement 
options, wherein both the query result list and the list of query refinement options 
correspond to the received query defining characters 

a query entry text box for enter i ng query def i n i ng characters; 

a query ref i nement opt i on li st i nc l ud i ng at l east one user se l ectab l e query 
ref i nement opt i on that i s i ncrementa ll y updated as a query i s entered i nto the query 
entry text box w i thout requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t i nd i cator of query 
subm i ss i on, where i n the i ncrementa l updat i ng of the query ref i nement opt i on li st i s 
based on a predeterm i ned t i me de l ay fo ll ow i ng the entry of query def i n i ng characters 
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before add i t i ona l characters arc entered by the user, where i n the user se l ectab l e query 
ref i nement opt i on i nc l udes a broaden i ng suggest i on, and where i n the at l east one query 
ref i nement opt i on beg i ns w i th characters other than the query def i n i ng characters; 

a query resu l t li st that i s i ncrementa ll y updated as a query i s entered i nto the 
query entry text box w i thout requ i r i ng the user to prov i de the exp li c i t i nd i cator of query 
subm i ss i on; and 

a v i sua l i nd i cator that i nd i cates when the query resu l t li st i s updated . 
26. (Canceled) 
27-40. (Canceled) 

41 . (New) One or more physical computer-readable media comprising computer- 
executable instructions that, when executed by a computer, cause the computer to 
perform a method of incrementally refining a query without requiring a user to provide 
an explicit indicator of submission of the query, the method comprising: 

defining a query related character pattern that does not include the explicit 
indicator of submission of the query but that does include: 

a series of characters followed by a space character, 
one or more characters followed by a predefined time delay, 
one or more characters followed by a deleted character, 
a predefined number of characters, and 
predefined words; 

detecting entry, by a user, of query defining characters that match the defined 
query related character pattern, wherein the query is comprised of the query defining 
characters; 
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simultaneously providing the user, in response to the detecting, with both an 
updated query result list and a list of one or more query refinement options, wherein 
both the updated query result list and the list of one or more query refinement options 
correspond to the query defining characters, and wherein each of the one or more query 
refinement options in the list is displayed with an adjacent type icon from a plurality of 
type icons including a spell correct icon and a narrowing icon and a broadening icon and 
a synonym icon, wherein the spell correct icon indicates that an adjacent query 
refinement option is a spelling correction, and wherein the narrowing icon indicates that 
an adjacent query refinement option narrows the query, and wherein the broadening 
icon indicates that an adjacent query refinement option broadens the query, and 
wherein the synonym icon indicates that an adjacent query refinement option includes a 
synonym. 

42. (New) The one or more physical computer-readable media of claim 41 , the 
method further comprising adjusting the query refinement options based on a profile of 
the user. 

43. (New) The one or more physical computer-readable media of claim 41 , the 
method further comprising adjusting an order of the updated query result list based on 
a profile of the user. 

44. (New) The one or more physical computer-readable media of claim 41 , the 
method further comprising providing, in response to the simultaneously providing, a 
visual indicator to the user. 
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45. (New) The one or more physical computer-readable media of claim 41 , the 
method further comprising modifying, based on user input, the query related character 
pattern. 

46. (New) The one or more physical computer-readable media of claim 41 , the 
method further comprising changing the defined query related character pattern in 
response to a change in a connection speed. 
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